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Greetings Fellow Teachers,

What this curriculum unit will do for you and your class:

• Engage students on a deep, emotional level
• Enable students to be physically and vocally active in 
 their learning
• Inspire students to dig deeper into the text to discover 
 facts and core concepts
• Educate students about our criminal justice system
• Inform students how a courtroom trial functions
• Learn how to construct legal arguments
• Engage critical thinking about complex, ambiguous  
 issues

Thank you for purchasing my workbook.  Good luck and have fun!!

I’d love to hear about your successes in the classroom.  

Contact me at:  peachfuzzpress@gmail.com

HEAR YE!  HEAR YE!  HEAR YE!  
The Court is now in session!
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Scripts
These are the lines each of the people in the court must say during the trial process.  Copy 
and give to whomever is cast for these roles.

Court Clerk
Swearing in a Witness Clerk: (to the witness) “Please raise your right hand. Do you swear to 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?”

Calling the Court into session – “Oyez, Oyez, Oyez!” (pronounced “oyay” - which means, 
“Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye!”)

Calling the Court into session:
Clerk: “All rise. [Wait for everyone-except the judge- to stand.] The (Superior) Court of 
___________________ is now in session in the case of the State of ________________ (or the 
Township of Treegap (or the City of _______________) versus Mae, Angus, Miles and Jesse 
Tuck for the crime of felony kidnapping, Judge (first name) presiding. Please be seated.” 

You can call your court anything you want, maybe using your name of the school’s name or 
“The Court of the 6th Grade class of Ms./Mrs./Mr. ___________”  Have fun with this.  You 
could also have the students suggest and vote on a name.

Swearing in the Jury
Clerk:  Will the Jury please stand and raise your right hand?  Do each of you swear that you will 
fairly try the case before this court, and that you will return a true verdict according to the  
evidence and the instructions of the court, so help you God?  

Jury: Replies “I do.”

Clerk:  “ You may be seated.”

Swearing in a Witness
Clerk:  “State your complete name.  Do you swear to tell the truth the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth?”
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You Be a Court Reporter
 
There are newspaper reporters who are assigned to attend important court trials and write 
articles about them.  They give a dramatic summary of the case, the charges, who the de-
fendants are, the timeline of events, and what took place during the trial.  You are going to 
write a short article for a newspaper about the Tucks’ Trial.

A newspaper reporter has to stick to the facts while trying to make it sound as exciting and 
dramatic as possible.  Remember, you are trying to get people to buy your newspaper to 
read the article.  

First, you want to create a title that will grab peoples’ attention.  Here are some examples:

Mystery Family Charged with Kidnapping Little Girl

Winnie Foster Kidnapped by Homespun Family

Kidnapping Charges Brought Against Tucks, Mystery Forest Family

Research some newspaper articles online that cover courtroom trials.  Your local newspaper 
should have some.  Read them to get an idea for how long it should be, how long the  
paragraphs are, how they start the article and end it and what sorts of things they talk 
about.

Here are the main points to make sure and include – who, what, where, when:

• Where did it take place?  Don’t just say “Treegap”.  Try to be as specific as pos-
sible – describe the setting in as much detail as possible.  Describe the Tucks’ 
house, the horse and the woods.  Tell us where the trial is taking place – “In the 
_____________ (Magistrate or Superior) Court of _______________ (name of 
city, county or state), Judge ___________ presiding. 

• Who – Who is accused of the crime?  (refer to the Criminal Charges page in 
this workbook)  Tell us their names, approximate age and a brief description.  Tell 
us the name of the lawyers and any key witnesses and anyone else involved (the 
Constable, the Man in the Yellow Suit). 
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About Alan Pietsch, the Author
I grew up in Iowa and moved to Seattle, Washington in his early twenties to pursue a  
career in dance.  There I performed widely in Opera and the concert stage as a dancer, actor 
and singer.  While in the Northwest, I also taught at a wide variety of studios, professional 
dance schools, public schools, college conservatories, private high schools, and the  
University of Washington.  I moved to the central California coast with my wife, Shelagh, 
in 1999 and helped found a highly successful pubic arts magnet school, the Atascadero 
Fine Arts Academy.  In the Fall of 2018, I created a documentary film about this school:  
The Atascadero Fine Arts Academy:  A Jewel of a School.  Please visit my website at  
peachfuzzpress.com.  Over the years, I have conducted numerous professional development 
workshops for teachers throughout Washington and California.  In 2006, I created a set of 
dance education posters and accompanying workbook that I sold world-wide through my 
company, DanceWare.  I retired from teaching in 2016 and am now pursuing my writing 
as well as developing curriculum resources for teachers.  

“My goal is to develop curriculum resources for classroom teachers that engage  
students on a deep, personal level in the learning process while helping them to 
become better citizens.  I develop these resources to help reduce teachers’ workload 
while providing instructional resources that are tied directly to their curriculum.  As 
a classroom teacher for 20 years, I valued such resources that enhanced the learning 
in my classroom while making my job easier.  I hope you find my education resources 
helpful and effective.  I welcome any and all suggestions for ways to improve them.”

Alan Pietsch
peachfuzzpress@gmail.com

Happy Teaching!!
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